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From the ground breaking designs of cutting-edge architecture to the
decaying remnants of a glorious past. Contemporary artist Cathy Read
lovingly embraces each image with full detail.

Using vibrant colours of watercolour and acrylic ink; she conveys the mundane and
ordinary next to the glorious and spectacular. Cathy's distinctive paintings depict
geometric shapes and inherent patterns of architecture in a free, expressive style,
where she brings the city to life. She draws inspiration for these paintings from time
spent in London and other major cities, such-as Manchester and Oxford.

Architecture paintings

Cathy's paintings are snapshots. She looks for contrasts where they occur; such as
new building with clean-shapes and lines alongside old decaying ones or geometrics
architecture softened by nature over time.

Buildings reflect the dreams of the people who create them. By using an abstract
technique, she captures that dreamlike quality. The masking fluid creates a linear
structure which holds together the fluid and energetic paint and ink shapes.' The
ink, especially allows mini-explosions of colour which evolve during the drying
process.

There are two distinct groups:

Looming Paintings

Iconic architecture of London forms-the basis of these. With these paintings Cathy
looks for perspectives that convey the building's scale. That sense of awe at their
sheer size.

By experimenting with angles, foreshortening and shapes, she seeks the essence of
the vision behind their creation‘and that childhood sense of looming where the
building feels like it will topple onto.you.

The Everyday

These are snapshots in time. A taste of life going on around familiar streets and
buildings. Cathy-looks for items in the foreground to convey a sense of depthin the
scene. She includes groups of people who tend to become fused with the
landscape. Street furniture, peeling paint and.reflections on glass or water are
common features.
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CATHY READ

12 Solo Exhibitions 2011 - 2020
10 Group Exhibitions 2011 - 2020

Awards

CATHY READ

2017 Wild and Tame Award - Artist of the Year - Artists and lllustrators Magazine
2017 Shortlisted for Artist of the Year - Artists and Illustrators Magazine

2015 Best Interpretation of a Theme - Buckingham Art For All People's vote

2015 Barbara Tate Memorial Award - Society of Women Artists

2012 Artist Residency - Fringe MK Westbury - September - November

2012 Artist Residency - Fringe MK Westbury - November 2011- January 2012
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